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TO THE 


; f | | A Zeſe Papers, which are here preſented to thee, 


were writ for the uſe of a private Perſon, and 

by the Advice of ſome Friends, are now made 

Publick. We find how bufie the Romiſh Emiſſaries 

ww. are to corrupt our People,and think our ſelves equally con- 
cerned to Antidote them againſt Popery and Fanaticiſm : 

Two extreams equally dangerous to the Government of 

Church and State in theſe Kingdoms both in theirPrinci- 

ples and Pradtices ; and both of them very great Corrupti- 
ons of the Chriſtian Religion, and very — to mens 

Souls. -Some of our Clergy have already been ſo chari- 

table to our Diſſenters, as to warn them of their danu- 

ger, and by the Strength and Evidence of Scripture 
and Reaſon, to Convince them of their miſtakes ; and [ 

- pray God forgive thoſe men, and turn their Hearts, 
who will not contribute ſo much to their own Convittion 

and Satisfaftion, as diligently and impartially to read 

and confider what is ſo charitably offered to them. 1g- 
q * worance and miſtake may excuſe. men, who have no op- 
| portunities of knowing better, but" ſuch willfdl and Te- 

: ſolved Ignorance,” which bars up mens minds ' againſt all 

| * means of better Information, will as ſoon damn them, as 

n fins againſt knowledge. wo. And 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


And now it might juſtly be thought want of Charity 
zo thoſe of the Roman Communion , (hould we take no 
care at all of them; nay, want of Charity to thoſe of 
' - 0ar own Communion, andto Diſſenters themſelves ;-who 
are-daily aſſaulted by the bufie- Faftars for Rome. . For 
the Diſpntes againſt the Church of Rome, as well as 
againſt Diſſenters, are for the moſt part too Learned, 
and too Yoluminous for the inſtruftion of ordinary Peg- 
ple, and therefore = ſhort and plain Diſcourſes about 
the principal Matters tn diſpute between us, is the moſt 
effectual way we can take to vonfirm men in their Relj- 
gion, and preſerve them from the crafty ſnſinuations of 
ſuch as lie in wait to deceive. | 
* Some few Attempts , which have been already made 
of that kind, give me ſome hope, that ſeveral other 
Tradts will follow, that the ruine of the Church of Eng- 
land (zf God ſhall pleaſe ever to permit ſuch a thing) 
whether by Popery, or Fanaticiſm, may not be charged 
upon our neglett to inftrutt People better. 

Some Perſons , at ſeems, whoſe Talent lies more in 
cenſuring what others do, than in doing any good them- 
fetves, are pleaſed to put ſome faniſter C onflruion 01 
this Defign ; as it is zmpoſſible to defign any thing ſo 
well, but men of ill minds,who know not what it means to 
do good for goods ſake, ſhall be able to find ſome bad 
name for it. Some gueſs that we now write againſt 'Pope- 
ry only to play an after-Game, and to regain the Favour 


and good Opinion of Difſenters, which we have leſt by 


writing againſt them : But 1 know not that any man has- 
heft their Favonr by it, nor that avy man values their 
Favour for any other reaſon, than to have the greater 
advantage of doing them good. If fo good a work, as 
confuting the Errors of the Church of Rome, will give 
the Diſſeater 


s ſuch a. good Opinion of us, as to make 
them mere impartially. conftder what has been writ to. 
|  ferſwade- 
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The Pitface tothe: Reader! 
-perſivade them-to\Commanion with. the. Church of Eng-- 
land, / know no-reaſon any man. has to be. aſhamed to 
own it, "though it were part "of. his deſign; - but whether 


it is or 'not;"is.more than I knew; I dare: andertake for 


thoſe. Perfons'T am' acquainted with, . that they' neither 
value the favour, nor fear the diſpleaſure either of Fa- 
naticks or Papiſts, but yet heartily defire to do good to 
them both. 

But there is a more miſchievous ſuggeſtion than this, 
that the deſign of ſuch Papers is only to raiſe a new cry 
and noiſe about Popery, and to alarm the People, and 
diſturb the Government with new Fears and Jealoufies : 
Truly, if I thought this would be the effeft of it, 1 
would burn my Papers preſently ; for I am ſure the 
Church of England will get nothing by a Tumultuary 
and Clamorous Zeal againſt the Church of Rome, and / 
had much rather ſuffer under Popery, than contribute a= 
ny thing toward's raiſing a Popular Fury to keep it out, 


We profeſs” our ſelves as irreconcileable Enemies to- 


Popery, as we are to Fanaticiſm, and defire that all 
the World may know it ; but we will never. Rebell, nor 
countenance any Rebellion againſt our lawful Soveraign, 
to keep out either, we leave ſuch Principles and Pra-- 
Alices to Papiſts and Fanaticks. But when we find our. 
People Afſaulted by the Agents of Rome, and do not 
think, our ſelves ſecure from Popiſh Deſigns, we think 


$.it.our Duty to grove them the beſt: inſtructions we can- 


to preſerve them from ſuch Errors , as. we believe 
wzd deſtroy their Souls ; and cannot but wonder, that 
any. men, who are as much concerned to take care of: 
Sotls as we are, ſhould think this. a needleſs or a 
ſcandalous undertaking. T wiſh ſuch men would ſpeak. 
out , and tell us plainly, what they think of Popery 
themſelves. If they think this Deſen not well mana-- 
ged, by thoſe who nndertake it, it wonld more become- 

. A 3 | them: 


The Preface to the Reader. 
them 20 commend the Defign , and do it. better them. 
fetves ; I know no man, but would very. gladly. be ex- 
caſed, as havi dther work enough to iraploy his time, 
= yet” 7 hadrather ſpend my vacant; minutes this 
, than "in cenſuring Note —_m_ that 'other men do, 
oh le I do one my ſeff. 
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The Words of the Paper, which 
was ſent tome, are theſe. 


T is my Opinion that the infinite Goodneſs 

of our Legiſlator, has left to us a means 

= of knowing the true ſenſe and meaning of 

the Holy Scriptures, which is the Church : 

Now I judge this Church muſt be known to be 

the true Church, by its continual viſible Suc- 

ceſſion from Chriſt till our 'Days. But I doubt 

whether or n0 the Proteſtant Church can make 

out this continual viſible Succeſſion, and. deſire 
to be informed. * | 


ANSWER. 


HAT Chriſt has left a_means of knowing 

the true ſenſe ;and.;meaning of the Holy Scri- 

ptures, I readily grant ; /,or elſe it had been to no 
purpoſe to have left us the Scriptures. But the latter 
Clauſe isvery ambiguous, for the meaning may ei- 
ther be, that we may underſtand by. the Scriptures, 


-which is the-Chyrch; or that, the Church is the 


means W we; 'muſt underſtend the: true ſenſe 
and meaning;of the Seripture . "ny | 


C=)) 
The firſt is a true abr ar ys greg no ns there- 
fore preſume not-intended by this Objeftor. For 
how-wethould know-that-there is any Church with- 
out the Information we receive by the] _ =, | 

ndt Dwing ;and' yet We may. as eafily know 
Kee T ata Fenn, as we can know which is the 
true Chatkt vithautthe Sddpries For: there, is no 


other meansof knowing,either that there is a Church, 


or what this Church is, or what are the Properties 


of a True and Sound and Orthodox-Church', but" by 
Revelation, and we have no other Revelation of this 
.but wliat is coftained in the Holy Scriptures. 

As for the Second, That the Church is the means 
of knowing the true ſenſe and meaning of the Scri- 
ptures, 1t 15 in ſome ſenſe very true, in ſome ſenſe ve- 
ry falſe. | © : 

r. It is m ſome ſenſe true , and acknowledged by 
all ſober Proteſtants, As, 1. If by the Church we un- 
derſtand the Univerſal Church of all Ages, as' we re- 
.ceive the Scriptures themſelves handed down'by them 
to our time, ſo whatever Dodrines of Faith have 
been univerſally received by them, is one of the beſt 
means to find out the true ſenſe -of Scripture. For 
the nearer they were to the 'titnes 'of the Apoſtles, 
the more likely they were to underſtand the true 
ſenſe of their 'Writings,' being inſtructed by the A- 
poſtles'themſelves 'in' the 'meaning- of them. And 


thus we have a -certain/ Rule to ſecure us from: all 


dangerous Errors tn'expounding' Scripture. - - For the 
eat and fundamental DoQrines 'of the. Chriſtian 
eligion , -are as plainly contained - in the Writings 
of the Belt 


Scriptuves themſelves: and thereforethough we have 
not a Traditionary Expoſition of every particular 
EE > Text 


Fathers of- the Church, . and. as: unami- 
mouſly aſſerted by them, as'the Authority: of the 
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Text of Scripture; yet we have of the great and fun» 
damental. Do&rines of Faith, and therefore muſt 
never exponnd Scripture ſoas to contradict the known 
and avowed ſenfe-of the Catholick Church. And 
this courſe” the Church” of England takes; ſhe re- 
cetves the Definitions of the four firſt General Coun- 
cils, atid requites her Biſhops and Clergy to Exfound 
the Scriptures according to the profeſt DoQrines of 
thoſe firſt and pureſt Ages of the Church. 

. 2. We ought to pay great deference to, and not 
lightly and wantonly oppoſe the Judgment and Au- 
thority of the particular Church , wherein we live, 
when her Expoſitions of Scripture do not evidently 
and notoriouſly contradict the ſenſe of the Catholick 
Church, eſpecially of the firſt and beſt Ages of it. 
For it does not become private men to oppoſe their 
Sentiments and. Opinions to the ' Judgment of the 
Church, unleſs in ſuch plain Caſes, as every honeſt - 


-man may be preſumed a very Competent Judge in the 


"matter ; and no Church, nor all the Churches in the 
World have ſuchAuthority,that we muſt renounce our 
Senſes, and deny the firſt principles of Reaſon, to 
follow them with a blind and implicite Faith. 

- And thus the Church, that is, the Senſe and Judg- 
ment of the Catholick Church, is a means for the. 
finding out the true ſenſe of Scripture 3. and though 
we may miſtake the ſenſe of ſome particular Texts, 
(which the Romanits themſelves will not deny, 
but that even infallible Councils may do, ' who tho' 
they are infallible in their Conclufions, yet are not 
always fo in the Arguments or Mediums, ' whether 
drawn from 'Scripture or Reafon', whereby they. . 
prove them) yet it is Morally impoſlible we ſhoukd 
be ouilty of any datigerous miſtake, -while'we make 
the Catholick Do&rine of the Church our __ 

B an 
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(4) 
and in other matters follow the Judgment , and ſub- 
mit to the Authority of the Church ,, wherein we 
live ; which is as abſolutely neceflary, as Peace and 
Order and good. Government. in the Church. 

2+ But theo thisis very falſe, if we mean that the 
Church is the only means of anding, One the true 
knſe of the Scriptures ;. or if by the Church we un- 
derſtand any particular Church, as I ſuppoſe this Per- 
ſon does, the Roman Catholick, that is, the. parti- 
cular univerſal Church of Rome ; or if we mean the 
Church. of the preſent Age, or by Means underſtand, 
ſuch a Decretory Sentence, as. muſt determine our 
Faith, and command our Aﬀent ; that we mult ſeek 
for -no other Reaſon of our Faith, but. the Authori- 
ty of the Church in expounding Scriptures. I ſhall 
diſcourſe ſomething briefly of each of theſe. 

r.. To fay that.the Church is the only Means to 
find out the true ſenſe of Scripture, is very falſe and 
abſurd. For, x. This ſuppoſes the Holy Scriptures 
to be a very unintelligible Book, which is a great re- 
proach to. the Holy Spirit, by which it was Indited , 
that he either could not, or would not ſpeak intelligi- _ 
bly to the World. | | 

2, This is a dire& Contradiction to thoſe Exhor- 
tations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles to ſtudy the Scri- 
ptures, which were made to private men, and there- 
tore neceſſarily ſuppoſes, that the Holy Scriptures are: 
to be underſtood as. other Writings are, by confider- 
ing the Propriety of the Words and Language where- 
in they are written, the Scope and Deſign of the 


_ Place, and ſuch other means, as honeſt and ſtudious. 


_—_ uſe-to find. out the meaning of any other 
* 3; If the Scriptures are fo unintelligible, that an: 
| | , honeſt. 


Ws 


(3) 

honeſt man cannot find out the meaning of ther, 
without the infallible interpretation of the Church; 
I would defire t6 know whether Chriſt and his Apo- 
files Preach'd intelligibly to their Hearers ? If they 
did not, to what purpoſe did they Preach at all } By 
what means were men Converted fo the Faith 2 If 
they did, how come theſe Sermons to be ſo unintel- 
ligible how they are written, which were ſo intelli- 
gible when they were ſpolgen ? For the Goſpels con- 
taina plain Hiſtory of what Chriſt did, and of whae 
he ſaid ; and the Apoſtles wrote the ſame things to 
the Churches when they were abſent, which they 
Preach'd to them when they were preſent ; and we 
reaſdhrably ſuppoſe, that they as much deſigned that 
the Chutches ſhould underſtand what they Wrote, 
as what they Preach'd, and therefore that they ge- 
nerally -ufed the fame form of words.in their writing 
andin their Preaching : And this makes it agreat Rid- 
dle, how one fhould be very plain and eaſe to be un- 
derſtood,and the other ſignifi nothing without an in- 
fallible Interpreter. | 

4. Tf the Scriptures be in themſelves unintelligible, 
F would defire to know how the Church comes to 
underſtand them ? If by any humane means, toge- 
ther with the ordinary Aſliſtances of the Divine Sp: 
rit, then they are to be underſtood, and then why 
may not every Chriſtian in proportion to his Skill in 
Languages,and in the Rules of Reaſon and Diſcourſe, 
underſtand them allo ? 

If the Church'cannot underſtagd the Scriptures by 
any humane means, but only by Inſpiration, ( for 
there is no Medium between'theſe two) to what pur- 
poſe were the Scrix tures written? | For we might as 
well have learnt the will: of God from rhe Chureh, 
without the Scriptures, as ys them. ' God _ 
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(6) 
have immediately revealed his will to- the Church: 
without a Written Rule, as well as reveal the. mean- 
ing of that written Rule, which.it ſeems has no ſig- 
nification at all, till the Church, by Inſpiration, gives. 
an Orthodox meaning to.-it.. - 

5, Andif we cannot underſtand the Scriptures, till 
the Church Expounds them to us, how ſhall we- 
know, which is the Church , and_ that this Church. 
is ſuch an infallible Tategpreter. of Scriptures? The 
Church is to be known only by the Scriptures ,. and. 
the Scriptures. are to be underſtood. only by the: 
Church ; if we will know. the Church ,. we muſt 
firſt underſtand the Scriptures, and if. we will under-- 
ſtand the Scriptures, we muſt firſt know.the Church, 
and when both muſt be. known firſt, or we can know 
neither, it is. impoſſible in this way: ,: either to uns 
derſtand the Scriptures, or find out the Church. 

For, ſuppoſe the Church. does expound Scripture 
by Inſpiration, how ſhall we be aſſured that it does 
{o?. Muſt we believe every Man, or every. Church, 
which pretends to Inſpiration 2 This. is a. contradis, 
Hon to the Apoſtles Rule, not to believe every Spi-- 
vit, but to try the Spirits. How then ſhall they be 
tried > I know. but ewo-ways, either by Miracles, 
or by Scripture, Miracles are now ceas'd, unleſs. we - 
will believe ſome fabulous Legends, which all wiſe 
mehr in the Church. of Rome are aſhamed. of ;, and if 
there were real Miracles wrought, they are of no 
Authority againſt a ſtanding Rule of Faith , which 
the Apoſtlecalls a more ſure word. of Propheſie. If 
then we muſt judge of theſe pretences to Revelati. 
on by,the Scriptures, which is the only way now: 
teft,' then there-is a way of underſtanding the Scri- 
ptures without this Revelation; for if we muſt; un: 
derſtand the Scriptures-by Revelation, and Revalati- 

l on 


(3) 
err by the Scriptures: weare got! into, new) Cntce: 
and-can underftangneither; 2 |! 02 bo ls 515 17917 

_ -06j.. But do we: not fee how many-Sehiſms and He-- 
reſies have been occaſioned, 'by ſuffering; every one 
to Expound Scripture for himfelf2 How many Divi- 
ſions and Sub-diviſions are there'among Proteſtants, 
who agree 1n little elſe, beſides: their oppoſition. to 
Popery 2? And is it poſſible to cure thiswithout an in- 
fallible Interpreter of Scriptures 2 Isit not a: Contra»: 
diction-to: common: Experience ,.' to .fay ;» that the 
ſenſe of Scripture is plain and'certain , when ſo few 
men can agree what. it is? in. fi: 51415 401 
- - Anſ, x. Yes, we do ſeeithis, and:lament it, and 
are beholden to the Church of. Ryme; and: her: Emif< 
faries.in a great meaſure for/it.- Buti:yet' we know: 
thus it has been in all Ages of the Chriſtian 1Church,, 
as well as now ; and we take the ſame way to: con- 
{ute theſe Hereſies, and to preſerve the Purity of the: 
Faith,. and the Unity of the! Church,: which the Pri- 
mitive Fathers did; by. appealing to Scripture ,:and: 
the Docrine and Practice of the © Catholick- Church;. 
whichis the beſt way any Church: can: take., . when 
there:is noinfallible. Fudge of Controverſies: And: 
if the Primitive-Church:had known any: ſuch infalli-- 
ble-Judge, they »would certainly; have rappealed ro: 
him, at one time or other ; and-1b had been: impoſii- 
ble, that any Errors ar-Hereſies ſhould: 'for any long; 
tive together have :difturbed- the Church; but? we: 
hear nothing; of hiin for. many vhnndred: years after: 
Chriſt -; | but the ancient-Fatliers tookothe,: ſame way: 
toconfute the Herelies of their:days ;, which we do; 


now, which is a. good probable Argument, 'thatithey-: - 


knew. na better. -: Ana the preſent +Divitons.! of: the; 
Chriſtiat-Church;-are no greater rArguttient | againtt! 
us,- that the Ancient Hereties were agauut the! Pie) 
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mitivs Church, oe: than the:Pratefiagt Hereſies (as 
they are pleaſed to call them). are againſt the Church 
of Rome? For? what advantage has the Church of 
Rome npon this account above any other profeſſion of 
Chriſtians: Thoſe who are of the fame Communi- 
on are of the'tame Mind. Thus it is among us, and 
it is:no better among them; for we are no more of 
their mind, than they are of ours; nay notwithſlanding 
all their pretencesto infallibility, moſt of che Difpures, 
which divide the Proteſtant Churches , . arevas fairly. 
diſpured among themſelves, witneſs the famous Con- 
troverſie between the Fanjeriſts, and' FMHoliniſes ; 
which their infallible Judge never. thought fit 
$9: determine” to: this day: | [Fhey | tive indeed 
inthe mg room of _ Church; notwith- 
ſkindingthef Diſputes, becauſe it is a very dange- 
rous thing to tonne eg but they are more bebolden 
to theInquiſition, than to infallibility for thts Unity. 
. 2. How do theſe [Diviſtons. and Herefies, which 
diflurb rhe Clurch, prove, that no man can be cer- 
tain of his Religion ? If we can certainty know what 
the ſenſe of Scnpture is, notwithſtanding' there are 
many different Opinions about it, then the diverſity 
of 'Opinions is-no Argument againſt us ; if we can- 
not becertain of anything, 'which others deny, diſ- 
pute, or doabt of, then how can any Papiſt be cer- 
tainthat his Church isinfallible> For all the reſt of 


_ the Chriſtian Church deny this, and ſcorn their Pze- 


tenſions tot... I may' indeed ſafely acquieſce in the 
Determinationsof an infallible Judge, whom'I am in- 
falliblyaſſured to be infallible, how many contrary 
Opinions 'ſoever there are in the World; But when 
infallibility ir felf is rhe matter of the diſpute, and 1 
have noinfallible way to know whether there beany 


ſuchthing, or where this iafallibiliry is ſeated, -if di-. 


verſity 
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verlity.” of Qpinions. be an . Argument 'againſt the 
certainty. of, an thing, which 1 am; nat, and, cannot 
be infa/libly/affured of ,, then it.is a certain demon- 
ſtration againſt infallibility it falf. 

' Unlefs we will take the Church of Romes word for 
her own, infallibility,. we, cangot bave the Deciſion 
of ag.infallible Judge. in this matter, for ſhe will a 
low no other infallible Judge, but her felf; and. yet- 
this is. ſo abſurd a way, that it ſuppoſes, that we þbe- 
lieve, and that we diſ- bekeve the ſame thing at the 
ſame time. -For unleſs. we before-hand believe the 
Chyreh.to be.infallible, her faying ſo. is no infallible 
proof. that ſhe is. infallible; and.yet the very demand: 
of a. proof ſuppoſes that: we are. not certain of, it ,, 
that we doubt of it, or diſ-believe it. When we ask;, 
the,Church whether ſhe be infallible, it ſuppoſes that. 
we are not certain of it; otherwiſe. we ſhoul, need no. 
proof; and whenwe believe theChuxch.to be infallible, 
becauſe ſhe ſays fo, it ſuppoſes, that we. did: before- 
hand believe that ſhe is infallible, otherwiſe, her 
ſaying ſo is no proot. | 

' The. greateſt Champions. for the Church. of Rome, 
never pretended that they could produce any infalli- 
ble proofs, which is the true Church, Cardinal 
Bellarmine. attempts no more, than to alledge 


% 


" fome Motives of Credibility ,. to make the thing, 
_ probable, and to inclinemen to believe it ;. and yet 


it is impoſſible we can be more certain of the. Infalli-- 
bility of the Church, than we are, that it is a true 
Church; and-if a Papiſt have only ſome motives of. 
Credibility, to believe the Church of Rome to be a: 
true Church, he can have no greater probabilities, 
that it is an infallible Churci, 

Now. not to take notice, what a tottering Foun-- 
dation ſome highyprobabilities, though they —_ 
ted. 


| C1) 
tedto x mendl alawanige;is for the $elief ibf Infallibs 
lity7"fhitÞfis 9 phf 7 th fe" GAO VRLRe 
rhereis in 'tREPPerAdts: PHE oy RJ AHel' redke" 
of it at preſent is this, That we' Ir ar aſt VEas certain * 
of the mieanjttg” of Sttipture,” as the Papiſts artthat 
ther Church iSitfallible, for they'can be'no more in- * 
falkibly/a(fired ef efiis thati'we'are! of 'our 'inrerpre-" 
tatibris'of Seriptite 74nd thitrefore ," "if the/diverſi- 
ty of Opinions abtit the'ſenſe of Sctiptures, proves” 
thaf we eannot' be certain what the-true Senſe of it 
_ tis; thefame Argument Proves: that they cannot be- 
tain that their *Chijreh isinfaJlible, "becauſe this is 
not-only dbiibted,buriblolutely denicd by the great- 
eft: part*of} the Chriſtian, World:, and was 'never 
thought of by the” beſt and pureſt Ages of it. © So 
that'rfiis Argument proves too: mach, and recoils up 
on' thenifelves;* like a' Gun-whiclt is over-charged ; 
and if, for their own ſakes, "they will-grant that we - ; 
may becertain of- fore things,” which are as confi- 
dently denied, and diſputed by others; then the 'di- 
verſity of Opinions in the Church, is no Argument, 
that we cannot be certain of 'our Religion, but only ' 
teaches us/greater Caution, 'and Diligence,” and Ho- 
neſty, in our inquiries after Truth. | ; 


---.3: Theſe Diviſions and Herefies that are in the 
Chriſtian - Churth \, are. no better Argument a- 
gainſt the trurh and certainty of our Religion., than : 
the diverſities of Religions that are ih the” World, are ; 


againſt thetruth of Chriſtianity. The whole World 
is far enough from being Chriſtian ; great part of it 
are Fews, of Pagans, of Mahumetanes (till; and” this 
is2s good an Argument,” to prove the uncertainty of 
all Religions,as the diflcrent Parties and Profeſſions of 
Chriſtians arc to prove,that wecannotbe certain;what 
the trueChriſtianChurch,nor what ara = 

S © 
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The Goſpel 'of our Saviour was not deſigned to. offer 
any force or violence to mens Faith or Underſtand- 
ing, no more than to their Wills. Were there. fuch 
an irreſiſtible and compulſory Evidencein the Goſpel, 
that wherever it were Preach'd, it ſhould: be. impoli;- 
ble for any man, though never fo wicked and ill-dif- 
pofed, to continue an Infidel, or to prove a. Here- 
tick, Faith would be no greater a Virtue, than forc'd 
Obedience and Compliance is. - The Goſpel has Evi- 
dence enough to Convince honeſt Minds, and is plain 
enough 6 bo tnderſioed, by thoſe who are honeſt 
and teachable ; 'and therefore: has. its Effefts upon 
thoſe w ho are Curable, which is all that it was de- 
ſigned for. - Thoſe, who will not beheve, may con- 
tinue Infidels, and thoſe., who will not underſtand, 
may fall into-Errors; and believe a Lye ; and yet 
there is Evidence enoughto Convinee, and. -Plainneſs 
enough to Inſtruct well diſpoſed minds, and. certain- 
oy _ in cach-to be the foundation of a Divine 

—_—_ x 

 Theſum is this; Though (the .InſtruQtions of the 


 Churehare a very good -meansfor:the' underſtanding 


of theſenſe of Seripture; yet they are not the only 
means ; the Holy Scripture. is a very intelligible 


' Book, in ſuch matters as areabſfolutely neceſlary to 


Salvation ; and could we ſuppoſe, 'that;a,man., who 


had never heard of a Church, ſhould bave! the uſe of 
the Bible, in « Language -which- he underſtged; by 2 
" diligent reading of it he might underſtand} enough 


to be ſaved. FE TER! B. "5% 8 4,1 »  VUIOHZO 
-+ 2, ff by Chureh is meant any. parficuler Church ; 
"3b fuppoſe' the Ronen Catholiok Chureh,  or_the 


-:Olnirch of the preſerit Ape , it -is J.abſolucely. falſe to 
fay, that the'Chureh, in-uhislenſe, is always2; fure 
_ andfafe means of — What 

as 
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has been Unverfally believed by all Chriſtian Churcts 
es, in all Ages, oratleaſt, by all Churches of the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity., which were 
neareſt the times of the Apoſtles, and might be pre- 
ſumed beſt to underſtand the ſenſe of the Apoſtles 
in the great Articles of our Faith, is a very fafe Rule 
for the interpretation of Scripture ; and the 
ral Prattice of thoſe Primitive Apoſtolick Churches, 
in matters of Government and Diſcipline, before. 
they were corrupted by worldly Ambition , and ſe- 
cular Intereſt, isa very ſafe Rule for our Practicealſo, 
and this is the Rulewhereby our Church is. reformed, 
2nd to-which we appeal. | 
There are but three things neceſiary to: be under-- 
ſtood by Chriſtians, either the Articles. of Faith or- 
the Rules of Life, or the external Order and: Diſci- 
way the Church, and Adminiſtration. of Religious- 


:: As for the Rules of Life, all thoſe Duties 
which we owe to God and Men, they are fo plainly 
contained in- the Holy Scriptures, that no- honeſt 
man can miſtake them ; TI: ſuppoſe. the Church of. 
Rome her ſelf,* will not pretend , that there is any 
need of -an-infallible Interpreter to- teach. men what- 
is meant by Loving God-with all our Heart, and our. 
Neighbour as ourſelves... ,, 


2. As for the Articles of Faith, thoſe whictr . are-- 
fundamental to the Chriſtian- Religion ,. and which. 


every Chriſtian- ought to believe, are ſo. plain..in- 
Scripture, that every honeſt and. unprejudiced man 
— ——— them;. but however, ! as .I- obſerved . 
before, we'govern-our ſelves in theſe things by the 

received Doctrine of the -Catholick. Church of.the 

firſt and pureſt Ages, and if this be not a ſafe Rule, 
we-:can be certain of nothing. And what — 


% 
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lick Faith was, we learn from thoſe ſhort ſummaries 
of Faith, which were univerſally owned by all Ca- 
tholick Churches. For what we now call the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, was very -anciently received in all 
Churches, with ſome little variety indeed of Words 
and Phraſe, but without any difference of ſenſe ; 
and the Catholick Faith was not only preſerved in 
ſuch ſhort Summariesand Creeds, which were as li- 
able to be perverted by Hereticks, as the Scriptures 
themſelves, but was more largely explained in the 
Writings of the ancient Fathers ; and though this 
will notinable usto underſtand every Phraſe and Ex- 
preſſion of Scripture, but we muſt uſe other means to 
do that, as Skill in the Original Languages, a know- 
ledge of ancient Cuſtoms, and ancient Diſputes , to 
which the Apoſtles frequently allude , a conſidera- 
tion of the Scope and Deſign of the place, &c. Yet 
the Catholick Faith received and owned by the Pri- 
mitive Church, is ſo far a Rule, as it dire&s us ts 
Expound Scripture to a true Catholick ſenſe. As * 
St. Paul commands the Romans, that thoſe who pro- 
pheſie, ſhould Propheſie according to the proporti- / 
on of Faith, Rom. 12. 6. Kar' drarcyiay migzus, accord- 
ing to the Analogie of Faith: That is, that in the in- 
rerpreting the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament they 
ſhould expound them toa Chriſtian ſenſe, according 
to thoſe Dodrines of the Chriſtian Faith, which he 
hadtaught them; and this was a fafe Rule for ex- 


poundingthe Old Teſtament , which contained the 


Types, and Figures, and Propheſies of the Goſpel- 
State, And in expounding the new Teſtament, 
now it is commMiitted to writing , we muſt Propheſie 
according tothe Analogie of Faith , or as he--com- 
mands Timothy in his Preaching, Hold faſt.the form 
of ſound words, which thou: haſt heard from mie. 


-C 2 ___ 2 Tim. 
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2 7im. 1. 13. It ſeems the Apoſtle had. given him a 
formof ſound words, according towhich he was to 
dire& his Preaching ; whether this - refers to a ſhort 
ſummary of Faith, fuch as our Creed is, Icannot fay, 
though it is not improbable it may ; but it is plain, 
wehavea form of ſound words delivered to us: by 
the Catholick Church, which contains the true Ca- 
tholick Faith, and therefore ought to be fo far a Rule 
to us in:expounding Scripture, as never-to contradit 
any thing which is contained in it, for that .is to con- 
tradi&t the Faith of the Catholick Church. _ 

. And when one great Article of this Faith, concern- 


ing the Eternal God-head of Chriſt the Son of God, 


was-corrupted by Aras, a Presbyter of the Church 
of 4lexandraa, itrgavean occafion for'a more full De. 
claration of the ſenſe of the Catholick Church about 
it. And though the effes of that Controverfie 
were very fatal to the Church , | yet: it was. very 
happy thatiit broke out /in-ſuchian Age, when! it 
could.-:be! determined - with. greater! certainty and 
greater Authority:,, than it could have been in any 
{ucceeding Age-of the Church ; by men; who were 
venerable: for their Age, for their Wiſdom, for 
their Piety/, for: their undaunted, Confeflions' yn- 
der Heathen and PerſecutingEmperours;, who knew 
what the ſenſe of the Catholick Church was, before 
this Controverſie broke out , and before External 
Proſperity-had, through eaſe! and wantonneſs, 'cor- 
rupted'the Faith, as-well'as the Manners: of Chriſti: 
ans. -: = *-, 0 : 

3;As for matters of External Order Diſcipline, and 
Government,the Univerſal Prattice of the Catholick 
Church is the beſt and fateſtComment on:thoſegeneral 
Rales and DireQions.we have laid down im Seriprure; 
There is nogdoubt-at all; but the Apoſtles .did appvinr 
. | / Governours, 


\ wk 


( 13") 
Governours; ai Rules of Order 8nd: 'Diſciplicis, in 
the Churches planted by then ; what theſe were, the 
Chriſtians of thoſe days ſaw with their Eyes, in the 
daily practice of the Church ; and therefore the Apo- 
ſtles, in thoſe Epiſtles which they wrote to their ſe- 
veral Churches, did not give them fo punQual, and 
particular- ant account of thoſe matters, which they 
ſo'Well kriew' before, -but, is- occafion ſerved, _— 
only ſ6ftie- accidental mention'of theſe things , 

that in ſuch general terms, as: were well enough _ 
derſtood by them ,- who- knew the prafice' of the 
Chureh inthat Age, tutit may be, cannot 'meerly 
by'tlie' force' of 'the'-words; Which may-be' capable! 
of ſeveral'Setifes; 'be-ſo'ctetteinly and'detnonſirative-' 
ly determined tany one ſenſe {by us, -who did 'not 
ſeewhat wasdone'in thoſe- — to avoid all pofl- 
ble Cavils of contentious men: . 

"This has occafioried' thoſe Uiſpntes Evncerning” In- 
fant Baptiſm , the ſevert- rs "2d Degrees of 
Churth'Govertiours;the Rs and Octtinvnits'of Re-. 
Iigious Worſhip, and/rhe like. Thoſe who hved ih 
thoſe days; and falw what-the ' Apoſtles did* in _ 
ratters, could not dodbEvrthiekk 't ies: th 
were A91dt if exprefo words Tad; that fnfinrs" MS uld 
b&b Wa their" Parents, or that! Biffiops are. 
A Supeti6ur' Order to Presbyters, arid Presbyters to 
Dea60ns,- of thhet it is lawful for the' Governours of” 
rhe Otel to iſfifate” Afid 2 poiht ſore fignificant” 
Rites 4 Cerenfnits; - ele f6þe Yecent” hr 'or-- 
derly AdrathH{tf tion of- NOR 6 Offices. Bux be-" 
cauſe there is not a preciſe and/puriial 'account iS 
vers of theſe thabfers; inthe Writingsof the Apoftl 
which"Yiere"wisho necd'of then, When theſe thin 
were obvious to/their v very Seriſes, fome jet, pena 

vio 
Eyidence,. 
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Evidence , will judge of theſe things juſt as they 


pleaſethemſelves, and alter their Opinions and Fan- 
cies, as ocen as they, pleaſe, _ ano Ec: 
But now ifthere beany certain way to know, what 


the ptattice of the Apoſtles was, in: theſe Caſes, this 


is the beſt Comment we can pollibly have on ſuch 
Texts, as are not ſufficiently plain and expreſs with- 
out'it. Now: methinks any reaſonable man muſt 
acknowledge, that the beſt. way to. underſtand the 
Practice of.the Apoſtles, is from the. Praftice of the 
Catholick. Church in ſucceeding Ages, eſpecially 
while the memory of the Apoſtles was freſh , and 


the Church Governed by Apoſtolical men; when we 
cannat reaſonably ſuſpet any Deviation from the 


Primitive Practice ; and this is the Rule which the 
Church of Eg/and owns in ſuch matters, and by 
which ſhereje&ts and confutes both the Innovations 
and Corruptions of the Church of Rowe, and the 
wild pretences of Fanaticiſm. | 

So that we do in the moſt proper ſenſe own the 
Belief and Practice of the Primitive Church, to be the 
beſt means for Expounding Scripture. We do not 
leaveevery man to Expound Scripture by a private 
Spirit, as our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome re- 
proach us; we adhere to the ancient | Catholick 


"Church, which the Church .of Rowe on one fide, 


and the Fanaticks on the other , have forſaken: And 
though we reje&t the new invention of an infallible 
Judge, yet we are no Friends atall toScepticiſm, but 
can givea more Rational account of our Faith , than 
the Church of Rome can. | 

Had we no other way of underſtanding the ſenſe 
of Scripture,. but by Propriety of the Language, and 
the Grammatical cy pony” of the. Words, and 
the ſcopBand deſign of the T 


and 


exts , their: Connexion - 


_ 
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and Dependence on - what goes before, and what 
follows, and fuch like means.as we uſe for the under: 
ſtandingany other Books of humane Compoſition; I 
doubt not, but honeſt and diligent Inquirers might 
diſcover the true meaning of Scripture, in all the 


great Articles of our Faith ; but yet this alone is a 
"more uncertain.-way,: and PING to the Abuſes of He- 


reticks and Impoſtors. e Secinians are. a famous 
Example, what Wit and Criticiſm will do to pervert 
the plaineſt Texts ; and ſome other SeQaries are as 
plain a demonſtration, what work Dullneſs and 
Stupidity, and Enthuſiaſm will make with Scripture; 
but when we have the praftice of the Catholick 


| Church, and an ancient and venerable ſummary of. 


the. Chriſtian-Faith, which has been the common Faith 
of Chriſtians in all Ages, to be our Rule in Expound-. 


ing Scripture,. though we may after all miſtake the 
ſenſe of ſome: particular Texts , yet. we: cannot be. 


guilty of any great and dangerous miſtakes. 

| This uſe the Church of Zxg/and makes of the Ca-- 
tholick Church, in” Expounding Scripture, that ſhe - 
Religiouſly maintains the ancient. Catholick. Faith, . 
and will not ſuffer any man to Expound Scriptures -in 
oppoſition to the ancient Faith and Practice of the - 
Catholick Church. | : 

But though the Belief and ' Praftice of the Gathos- - 
lick Church be the beſt means of wncerſtanding the - 
true ſenſe of Scripture, yet we cannot affirm this of 
any particular Church, or of the Church ot-any par- - 
ticular Age, excepting the Apoſtolick Age, or- thoſe | 
Ages which immediately ſyccegded the Apoſtles, Not- - 


withſtanding this, - the Church of . Rowe may: be no - 


good Expoſitor-of Scriptures;. for the Conreh of Rome, 
though ſhe uſurp the name of the .Catholick- Church, 
as. preſuming her felf_to be the: Head 'and EunrAva J 


the Catholick 
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of Catchy: ye is but perk of che On 
choligcCharch/ vs the _ England", and the 
| tar Favs 
t6'ImpoR hefExpoſitions'' of Scriptuve' wpon 
*'Charches; [than they have to irnpole upon her 


- If there happen an) Ne nm ee between them ; it 


is hot the Anthorith-of etthet Chyrch ean'decide it, 
but this'muft be'done by art appel eo Sexipture; -and 
rhefenſe of the Cathohck-Church', tn the firſt and 
pureft Ages of jt, _— 
For when —_ that the belicf and Practice of 
& Church is the beſt meansto find'out the 
true {ene of Scripture , we'do-riot mean'-that "the 
Chutth'is the Soveraign and abſolute Judge ofche ſenf 
of Scripture, hut che meaning is,that thote Churches, 
which were founded by the Apoſtles', and received 
the Faith immediarely-from them, *' and' were'after- 
wards, for; ſome Apes; governed: by"Apoſtolical 
men, or thoſe who were' taught by them, and con- 
versd with them, arethe beſt Witneſſes what the 
Dottrine of the Apoftles was, and therefore -as' far as 
: we can be certain, ' what the Faith of theſe Primitive 
"Churches was, they ate the' beſt Guides for the Ex- 
pounding Scripture. © | 
So that the Authority of the Church in Expound- 
ing Scripture being only the Authority of Witneſſes, 
it can reach no farther than thoſe Ages, which may 
reaſonably be prefurned tobe Authentick and Credible 
Witneſſes of the Define of the Apoſtles, and there- 
fore if we extend it to thefour firſt general Councils, 
it is asfar as we can do it with any _ of Rea- 
fon; and thus far the Church of 'Zwyloyd owns the 
Authorir of the Church, 'and commands her Mini- 
feers to Expound the _—_— according to 'the Ca- 
"tholick Faith, owned and profefsd in thoſe days; but 
& b 
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as for the later Ages of the Church, which were re- 


moved too far from the Apoſtles days, to be Witneſ- 


ſes of their Do&rine, they have nd more Authority 
in this matter, than we haveat this day, nor has one 
Church any more Authority than another. 

3- And therefore, if by the Church being the 
means of knowing the ſenſe and meaning of the Holy 
Scriptures,be underſtood the Judgment and Sentence, 
and Decree of the Church, that we muſt ſeek no 
farther for the reaſon of our Faith, than the infalli- 
ble Authority of the Church, in Expounding Scri- 
pture, this alſo is abſolutely falſe and abſurd. '— _ 

This 1s more than Chriſt and his Apoſtles aſſumed 
to themſelves, while they were on Earth ; they were 
indeed infallible Interpreters of Scripture , but yet 
they never. bore down their Hearers meerly with 
their Authority, but Expounded the Scriptures, and 
applied ancient Prophefies to their Events , and took 
the Vail oft of Moſess Face, and 'ſhewed them the 
Goſpel-ſtate concealed under thoſe Types and Fi- 
gures ; they confirmed their Expoſitions of Scripture 
by the force of Reaſon, and appealed to the Judg- 
ments and Conſciences of their Hearers, whether 
theſe things were not ſo ; Chriſt commands the Fews 
'not meerly to take his own word, and to rely on his 
Authority for the truth of what he ſaid, but to ſtu- 
dy the Scriptures themſelves ;. -and the Bereans are 
commended for this generous temper of mind , that 
they were more noble than thoſe of 7heſſalontca , tor 
they daily ſearcht the Scriptures, to ſee whether the 
Dottrine the Apoſtles Preach'd were to be found there 
or not Now I think no Church can pretend fo be 
more infallible than Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and there- 
fore, certainly ought not to- aſſume more to them- 
ſelves than they did ; and if the Churth of Rome, or 

D any 
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any other Church, will convince us of the truth of 
their Expoſitions of Scripture , as Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles i convinc'd their Hearers ,, that 1s by. inlight- 
ning our Underſtandings, and convincing. our Judg- 
ments by proper Arguments, we will gladly learn 
of them. | 

This courſe the Primitive Chriſtians took, as is 
evident in all the Writings of the ancient Fathers a- 
oainſt Fews and Hereticks ; they argue from the Scri- 
ptures themſelves to prove what the ſenſe of Scripture 
is ; they appeal indeed ſometimes to the ſenſe of the 
Catholick Church, not as an infallible Judge of Scri- 
pture, but as the beſt Witneſſes of the Apoſtolical 
Dodtrine: Thus 7ertullian argues againſt Hereticks, 
in his Book De Preſcriptionibus ; but when they rea- 
ſon about the ſenſe of Scripture , they never direct 
us toany. infallible Judge , but uſe ſuch Arguments, 
as they think proper ta convince Gain-ſayers. 

Nay, this is the way , -which was obſerved in alt 
the ancient Councils ; the Biſhops of the Church 
met together for Common Counſel and Advice, and 
in matters -of Diſcipline and Government, which 
were ſubje&t to their Authority , they conſidered 
what was moſt for the publick benefit of the Church, 


and determined them by their Authority, not as in- 


fallible Judges , but as Supreme Governours of the 
Church. In the diſputes of Faith, they reaſon from 
Scripture, and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, 
not from their own Authority; and what upon a ſe- 
rious debate and inquiry they tound to be moſt agree- 
able to the ſenſe of Scripture, and the Do&rine of 
theThurch of former Ages, that they determined, 
and decreed tobe received inall Churches, as the Ca- 
tholick Faith. That this 1s ſo, is evident from all the 
Hiſtories of the moſt Ancient , and celebrated 

Councils, 
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Councils, which any man-may conſult, who pleaſes. 
Now Iwould ask fome' few Queſtions about this 
matter. 1. Whether theſt Councils took a ſure and ſafe 
way to find' out Truth?- Tf they*Gid not, what reaſon 
have we to believe that'they determined right 2 If they 
did,then we may ule the ſame way,which they did;for 
that which is-a good way 1n one Age,is ſoanother,and 
then there is no -neceflity ' of an Infallible Judge, to 
find outthe ſenſe of Scripture ; becavſe we have'o. 


ther certain ways of doing this ; the fame which all 


the ancient Couricils obſerved. | 

2. I would know, whether it be not ſufficient for 
every Chriſtian to receive the Decrees and: Determi- 
nations of theſe Councils, upon the'ſame m_ .afnd 
Authority which moved the Fathers aſſembled in 


- Council to make theſe Decrees 2 Whether,for Inſtance, 


we muſt not believe the Eternal God-head of Chriſt, 
and that he is of the ſame fubſtance with this Father, 
for the fame Reaſons for which the Nzceve Fathers 
believed this, and required all Chriſtians to believe 
it 2 If we muſt, then Scripture, and the ſenſe of the 
Catholick Church, not the Authority of a general 
Council, or any Infallible Judge , is the Reaſon of 
our Faith: For the Nicene Fathers, who were the 
firſt that met in a General Council, could not believe 
this, upon the Authority of any other General Coun- 
cil, much leſs upon their own Authority; unleſs we 
will fay, that they firſt Decreed this, then believed 
it, becauſe they themſelves Decreed it. If Scripture, 
and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church , antecedent- 
ly to the determinations of a General Council , or a- 
ny otherpretended Infallible Judge, be not a ſuffici- 
ent foundation for our Faith, then rhe whole Chri- 
ſtian World, before the Council of Nzce , which was 
the firſt general Council, had no ſufficient” Foundati- 
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on for their Faith, for there was no particular Biſhop, 


or Church in thoſe days, which pretended to be the 
Infallible Interpreter of. Scriptures. We Proteſtants 
have the ſame way to-underſtand the Scriptures, haye 
the ſame-Reaſon and Foundation of our Faith, which 
the N:cexe Fathers themſelves had, or which any 
Chriſtian could have, . before there was any general 
Council, -and if the Church of Rowe do not think this 
enough, wecaanot help that , we ate abundantly 
ſatisfied with it., _ | | 
The Authority of a general Council in thoſe days, 
was deſervedly ſacred and venerable, not as an Infal- 
lible Judge, which they.never pretended to , but as 
the moſt certain means - they could poſſibly have to 
underſtand, what was, an1in all Ages had been the 


received Doctrine of the Catholick Church. They - 


met together not to make new Articles of Faith, which 
no Council in the World ever had any Authority to 
do, but to declare what was the truly ancient and 
Apoſtolick Faith ; and to put it into ſuch Words, as 
might plainly expreſs the Catholick ſenſe, and meet 
with the Diſtempers of that Age. 

For this end Grave and Reverend Biſhops afſem- 
bled from all parts of the Chriſtian World, not meer- 


ly to giyc their private Opinions of things , but to 


Declare what was the received Doctrine of thoſe 
Churches, over which they preſided ; and I know no 
better Argument of an Apoſtolick Tradition, than 
the conſent of all Churches, as remote from each o- 
ther as. Eaſt and Weſt, which were planted by ſeveral 
Apoſtles, and differed. very much ftrom each other, 
in ſome External Rites and Ulages, but yet all agreed 
in the fame Faith. And this is the true Authority of 
thoſe ancient Councils, that they were molt likely 
to-underſtand the true ſenſe of Scripture, and of the 

_ Catholick 
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Catholick Church. This is the Proteſtant Reſoluti- 
on of Faith, and the Nzceze Fathers themſelves had 
no.other way, nor pretended to any other. 

Nay, the Church of Rowe her ſelf, -as much as ſhe 
talks of Infallibility, makes very little uſe of it. She 
has never given us an infallible Comment on Scri- 
pture, but ſuffers her DoCtors to write as fallible Com- 
ments, and in many things as contrary to each 0- 
ther, as any Proteſtant Divines do: And I cannot 
imagine what good Infallibility does, if an infalli- 
ble Church has no better means of underſtanding 
Scripture, than the Comments of fallible men; that 
is, no better means than every fallible Church has ; 
for no man can underſtand the Scripture ever the bet- 
ter for the Churches being infallible , unleſs this. in- 
tallible Church improve this glorious Talent of In- 
fallibility in Expounding Scripture ; which ſhe has 
not done to this day, and I believe never will. 

Indeed it is apparent, that Infallibility, as it is pre- 
tended to by the Church of Rome, can be of no 
uſe, either in the Reſolution of Faith , or in Confu- 
ting Hereticks, whodeny this Infallibility , and then 
Ecannot imagine what it 1s good for, but to multi- 
ply Diſputes, inſtead of ending them. | 

As for the Refolution of Faith; ſuppoſe I ask a 
Papiſt, why he believes ſuch Articks, as the Divini- 
ty of Chriſt, or the Refurrection of the dead, to be 
contained in Scripture 2 if he anſwer, as he mult do, 
Becauſe he is taught ſo by the Church, which is in- 
fallible; my next Queſtion is, How he knows the 
Church to be infallible 2 It he ſays he learns this from 
Scripture, I ask him how he comes to underſtand 
the Scripture, and how he knows that this is the 
ſenſe of it 2 If he know this by ths infallible inter- 
pretation of the Church, then he ruas — = pl 
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Circle, and knows the Scripture by the Church, and 
the Church by the Scripture, as I obſerved betore 
if he can find out the Churches infallibility by "the 
Scripture, without the help of an infallible. Judge, 
then it ſeems the Scripture is to be underſtood with- 
out the infallible interpretation of. the Church ; and 
if men can find out intallibility in Scripture' without 
the Church, I am confident they may' find out any 
thing elle in Scripture as well, without the Churches 
infallibility: For there is no Article of our Creed'fo 


hard to be tound there, as the Churches infallibility is. 


But however that be.atter all this boaſt of infallibility, 
a Papiſt has no more infallible Foundation tor his 
Faith, than a Proteſtant has, nor halt ſo much. 'We 
believe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith , becauſe 
we find them plainly taught in Scripture, and uni- 
verſally received as the ſenſe of Scripture by the Ca- 
tholick Church in the beſt and pureſt Ages of it:' A 
Papiſt believes the Church to be intallible, becauſe he 
thinks he finds it in Scripture, though the Catholick 
Church for many Ages never found it there, and the 
greateſt part of the Chriſtian Church to this day can- 
not find it there : Now if they will but allow , that 
a Proteſtant (though a your fallible Creature) may 
reaſon about the ſenſe of Scripture, as well as a Pa- 
piſt, and that the Evidence of reaſon is the ſame to 
both, then we Proteſtants ſtand upon as firm ground 


. as the Papiſts here, and arear leaſt as certain of all 


thoſe Doctrines of Faith, which we find in the Scri- 
pture, and are ready to prove by it, as they are 
of their Churches infallibility ; but then we have an 
additional Security, that we Expound the Scriptures 
right, which they want, and that 1s the' Doftrine 
and Practice of the Primitive Church, which con- 
firms all the Articles of our Faith, and Rules of _ 
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ſhip and Diſcipline, but gives not the leaſt intimati- 
on, that the Pope or Church of Rowe , was thought 
infallible by them, and if the Primitive Church was 
1gnorant of this, which is the beſt witneſs of Apoſto- 
lical Tradition , it is moſt probable, that no ſuch 
thing is contained in Scripture , though ſome merce- 
nary Flatterers of the Pope have indeavoured to 
perſwade the World, that they found it there. 

So that we have a greater aſſurance of all the Ar- 
ticles of our Religion, from Scripture and Catholick 
Tradition, than a Papiſt can have of the Churches 
Infallibility, and yet he can have no greater aſſurance 
of any other Doctrines of Religion , which he be- 
lieves upon the Churches Infallibilicy , than he has 
of Infallibility it ſelf. So that in the laſt Reſolution 
of Faith, the Proteſtant has much the advantage'of 
the .Papiſt, ſor the Proteſtant. reſolves his Faith in- 
to the Authority of the Scriptures, Expounded by the 
Doctrine-and Practice of the Primitive Church , the 
. Papiſt reſolves his into the Infallibility of the Church, 
which he findsout only by Expounding Scripture by a 
private Spirit, without the Authority of any Church, 
but that whoſe Authority is under diſpute. 

And as the Doctrine of Infallibility is of no uſe in 
the laſt Reſolution of Faith, ſo it is wholly uſeleſs in 
diſputing with ſuch Hereticks as we are; who deny 
Infallibility : for it is a vain thing to attempt to im- 
poſe any abſurd, or groundleſs, and uncatholick Do- 
trines upon us, by the Churches infallible Autho- 
rity,who believe there 1s no ſuch infallible Judge ; but 
are reſolved to truſt our own Eyes, and to adhere to 
Scripture and the Catholick Faith of the Primitive 
Church in theſe matters. TILE. 
And therefore the great Advocates for the Church 


of Rome, are forc'd to take the ſame courſe in confu- 
tin 
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ting Hereſies, as they call them, that we do: They 
alledgethe Authority of Scripture, the Authority of 
Fathers and Councils, to juſtifie their Innovations, 
and here we willingly joyn iſſue with them, and are 
ready to prove, that Scripture and all true Antiquity 
is on our ſide; and this has been often and unan- 
ſwerably proved by the Learned Patrons of the Re- 
formation, _. | F\ 

But there are ſome very material things to be ob- 
ſerved from hence, for our preſent purpoſe. For ei- 
ther they think this a good way to prove what they 
intend, and to convince Gain-fayers by the Autho. 
rity of Scripture, and Primitive Antiquity, or they 
do not. It they do not think this a good way, to 
what purpoleare there ſo many Volumes of Contro- 
verſie written 2 Why do they produce Scripture, and 
Fathers, and Councils, to juſtifie the Uſurpations of 
their Church , and thoſe new Additions they have 
made to the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip? I this be 
not a good way to Convince a Heretick , why do 
they give thengſelves and us ſuch an impertinent trou- 
ble ? 

-If this be a good way, then weare in a good way 
already , we take that very way for our ſatisfaction, 
which by their own Confeſſion and Practice, isa very 
proper means for the Conviction of Hereticks, and 
ro diſcover the Truth, and after the moſt diligent in- 
quiries we can make, we are fatisfied that the Truth is 
on our ſide. | | 

If the Authority of Scripture ſignifie- any thing in 
this matter, then itſeems Hereticks, who reject the 
Authority of an Infallible Judge, may underſtand 
Scripture without an Infallible Interpreter, by. the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon and Judgment in ſtudying of them, 
other wiſe why do they pretend to expound Scripture 
to 
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to. us, and to Convince us by Reaſon and- Argument, 
what the true ſenſe of Scripture. 1s. 1.1T; 
- If the Authority -of -the Primitive Church , and 
firſt Chriſtian Writers, be conſiderable, ( as they ac- 
knowledge it'is, by their appeals:to-them) then , at 
leaſt, the preſent Pope or Church, is not the ſole in- 
fallible Judge of Controverſies, unleſs they will ſay, 
that we muſt not judge of the DoCctrine or Practice of 
| the Prirhitive Church, by-ancientRecords, (and then 
Baroxius ;his Annalsare worth nothing) but by the 
_—_— and Practice of the preſent Church. 

The ſumis this ,- There is 'great- reaſon to ſuſpect, 


that the. Church: of Rome: her elf, does. not believe 


» her own Infalliility,, no more than we Proteſtants 
do ; for if ſhe does,: ſhe ought not to ſuffer her ' Do- 
ctors to diſpute with Hereticks, from any other To- 
pick, but her own Authority ; when they vie Rea- 
ſons and Arguments with us, and diſpute from Seri- 
-pture and Antiquity : they appeal trom the -infallibi- 
lity ofthe preſent, Church , to-every mans private 
Reaſon and Judgment, as much as' any Proteſtant 
does : and if the Articles of the Chriſtian: Faith may 
be eſtabliſh'd by Scriptureand Antiquity, without an 
infallible Judge, as they fuppoſe they may be, by their 
frequent attempts to do it; this plainly overthrows 
the neceſfity of an infallible Judge. In a word, not 
to take notice now, how - weak and groundleſs this 
pretence of Infallibility is, it is evident, . that it is a 
very uſeleſs Doctrine; for thoſe| who believe the 
Churches Infallibility, have no: greater aſſurance - of 
their Faith, than we haye, who do ' not. believe it; 
and thoſe who-do not believe the Churches Infallibili- 
ty, ca-never be Confuted by it. So that-it can nei- 
ther eſtabliſh any mansFaith; nor confute.any Here- 


- 


_ lies; that is, it is of no _ alle 
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The Church of Emlard Reverences the Authority 


of the Primitive Church, as the "beſt wirneſs of the- 


Apoſtolical Faith'and PraQtice, but yet reſolves. her 
Faith at laſt into the Authority 'of the Scriptures. 


She receives nothing for an Artiele of Faiths, which. 


ſhe does not find:plainty enough taught im Scripture, 


but itis a great confirmation 'of her 1nterpretation: 
of Scripture, that the Primitive Church-owned the 
ſame DoCrines, which the does; 'and ſhe looks upon- 
it as a juft prejudice againſt any Expoſitions 'of Scri-. 
pture, if they contradict the common Faith of. the - 
firſt Chriftians; and therefore when the words of 


Scripture re fairly (capable -of. different ſenſes, the 


cliuſes that ſetiſe whichis-molt agreeable with the Ca-. . 
tholickFaith;and praftice ofthePrimitiveChurch ; but 
ſhould any Do&rines be impoſed upon her , as. Arti-- 
cles of Faith, Which aye no 'where 'to be found in- 
Seripture, or 'which are plainly contrary *to-ir; - (as. 
the'new Trest Creed 'is ) whatever ipretence there 
be for the —_— 'of  fneh-DoQrines;. ſhe urrerly 
e will not putr'oat ther: own” Eyes: to: 
follow any other Guide; 'and'thanks be to 'God , ſhe 
needs not rejet any truly-Catholick Dofrine- in this 


'rejefs them; 


way. We ſtiff retain 'the Faith ofthe Primitive 
Church, 'and aregreatly confirmed?in-it, \:from that 


admirable conſent there is 'betweemthe Scr:ptares,, as. 
Expounded by us, and:that 'Faith-which was :ancient-. 
Ty ownedand received by all Chriftians. 

Having thusſhewwin whatſenſe the Church is the - 
Interpreter of Seripturei: T'ptoceed nowto'the. Second 


thing contained inthisPaper, That:thisChurochmuft be 
known to bethe'true'Church, by: itveontinaalivitible 


-:Succefſioreffor Chriſt xillour days. Now 'theſe few 
words eonfdlnepreat muny,iand veryagrett miſtakes. 


'The ſubje$t of the Inquity'is;: how I" 
| ſuch 


_— 


(29) 


fuch aChurch, whoſe word we may ſafely take for the 
zwus ſente- and meaning of Scriprure. - '/ 

Now, x. The Author of this Paper; whether 19n0- 
rantly, or defignedly, T know not, alters the ſtate of 
the Queſtion, and inſtead of a Church, which is an 
unerring and infallible Interpreter of Scripture, which 
would be very well worth finding, he tells us how 
we may know a true Church; now I take a true 
Church, and an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, to 
be very different things. A Church may be guilty 
of Schifm and Hereſie,and yet may be a true Church, 
though not a ſound, Orthodox,and CatholickChurch ; 
for a trae Church is ſuch a Church, as has all things 
neceſſary, and eſſential to the Being and Conſtituti- 
onof a Church ; this a Church may have, and ſuper- 
add other things, which are deſtructive of the Chri- 
 Nian Faith, andvery dangerous and fatal miſtakes ; as 
we believe, and-are able to prove the Church of Rome 
has done ; and yet we acknowledge her a true 
Chufch, beeauſe ſhe retains the true Chriſtian Faith, 
though miſerably Corrupted by Additions of her 
own) 2s a man isa trueman, though he be ſick of 
a mortal Diſeaſe. 'Now if a true Church may cor- 
rupt theChriſtian Faith, we have no reaſon to rely 
on the Authority of every true Church, for the true 
ſenſe and meaning of Scripture. 

2. Let us «rap that a true- Church , he 
means an Infalfible y_— 4 whoſe Authority - 

ay fafely rely on in Expounding. Seriptures ; this 
Church, he ſays, isto bofwown by a continual vift- 
ble Succeſſion from Chriſt, - till our days: Now if 
this viſible uninterrupted Sugcefiton be the mark of 
fach a true Church, as js an iffallible Interpreter of 
'Scriptyre, then, 1. 'The Greet Church is an infallible 

Interpreter of Scripture ; for Ps ns viſible andun- 
$7 inter- 
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interrupted a Succeſſion,  from-'Chriſt, and his Apo- 
{tles to this day, as:the Church -of Rowe: has:; and fo. 
we have two infallible Churches (not. to inſtance in 
any more at preſent, . who have as good a Succeſſion 
as either of them) which are diretly oppoſite to each 
other ; and what ſhall we do in this Caſe 2 Muſt we 
believe Contradictions, or muſt we diſ-believe infal- 
lible Churches 2 . _ 

. +. 2, If a viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt and his Apo- 
{tles makes any Church an infallible - Interpreter of 
Scripture, then all the Churches, which were plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles, were infallible. All che Churches 
which were planted by the Apoſtles, haye an equally 
viſible Succeilion from Chriſt ; thoſe Churches which 
were planted .by the Apoſtles., may .be .preſumed as 
infallible while the Apoſtles were preſent;with them, 
as they were afterwards ; and:ithoſe Chyrches which 
ſucceeded theſe Apoitolical Churches,” at the diſtance 
of an Age ortwo, may- be ſuppoſed: as. infallible. as 
any Church of this Age is; for.if a: viſible. Succeſſion 
from Chriſt makes a Church . infallible, why ſhould 
not. a;; Succeſſion, of -a , hundred ,-or. two. hundred 
years make themas infallible as a-Succeſſion of ſixteen 
hundred years, unleſs they think that Infallibility in- 
creaſes with the, Age oftheChurch,which Icould wiſh 
true,but we ſee very little ſign of it. Now according to 
theſe Principles all the Churches which. were planted 
by. the Apoſtles, .and have a: continual .viſible Suc- 
ceſlion from Apoſtolical Churches, through all Apes, 
fince the time of the Apoſtles, muſt be intallible ; for 
if a continual viſible Succeſſion: confers Infallibility , 
and is the mark whereby we muſt know it, then.eve- 
ry Church, which ever, had,. or-has to. this. day .this 
viſlible Succeſtion, myſt have nfallibility alſo, which, 
it ſeems., is entailed on Succeſſion. And _ we 


(31) 
have found out a World of infallibility, and it is won” 
gerful, how any Apoſtolical Church came to be 67 
over-run with ſo many Errors'and: Hereſies , and to 
grow ſo corrupt and degenerate, as toprovoke God to 
'root them up ; if every Apoſtolical Church was in- 
fallible, I cannot imagine how whole Churches, 
which viſibly ſucceeded the Apoſtles, . ſhould be ins 
fe&ted with ' Hereſie ; for if Infallibility it. ſelf will 
not ſecure a Church from Hereſie, the Lord have 
mercy upon us. v7 "9 
- 3. This mark he gives how to find out-ſuch a true 
Church as is an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, vis. 
- A continual viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt till this day, 
includes another great miſtake; for it ſuppoſes , that 
there is ſome Church now in being, on whoſe Autho- 
rity we muſt rely for the ſenſe of Scripture; for o- 
therwiſe there can be no uſe of a viſible Succeiſtion to 
this day, in this Controverſie': if, as Thave already 
proved at large,we.mult rely only on theAuthority of 
the Primitive Church, not of the Church of this pre- 
ſent Age, for the ſenſe of Scripture, and that not as 
aninfatlible Judge, but as the moſt Authentick Wit- 
neſsof the Apoſtolical Dottrine and Pradtice, then 
weeannot find out this Ohurch by a viſible Succeſſi- 
on tothisday , but by examining the ancient Re- 
cords.of the Primitive Church, : where we ſhall find 
what the Faith and Practice' of. the Church in thofe 
days was, whichis the ſafeſt Rule to guide us :in the 
Expoſition of Scripture. -. Though there were no 
Church .in the World at this day, which could prove 
a continual viſible Succeſſion from Chriſtand his Apo- 
ſtles, yet: while we have the Scriptures, and the Re- 
cords of the Primitive Church, we have very ſuffici- 
ent means for the underſtanding the true meaning of 
Scripture : Sothat of whateveruſe this talk of a yy" 
THT . ua 
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ual viſible Succeflion may be in other . Caſes , 54 is 
wholly impertinens.in this. '- A Church which -can- 
not. prove ſuch « continual viſible Succeſſion, which 
was not founded by any: Apoltle,or: Apaltolics] men, 
or: has loſt the Memory or Records of its firſt Plants- 
tion, may yet .bave very certain means of knowing 
the true ſenſe of Scripture; from the Scripture, it- felt, 
and the Do&rine and Praftice of Apoſtohical and 
Primitive Churches, and a Church which has the moſt 

viſible uninterrupted Succeſſion from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, may be fo far from being an infallible Inter- 
preter of Scripture, that ſhe may be very corrupt 
and erroneous her elf, it ſhe forſake the Apoſtolical 
Tradition, contained in the Writings of the new Te- 
ſtament, and Expounded by the Catholick Faith and 
Practice of the firſt Churches; as we know the 
Church of Rowe has done, which is fo far from being 

. an infallible Church, that we believe her to be the 
molt corrupt Church in the World. b 

And thusI think we are prepared to venture up- 
on the laſt Clauſe of this Paper, wherein the whole 
force of the Argument, ſuch as it is, is turned npon 
the poor Proteſtant Churches. But I doubt (ſays the 

Author of this Paper) whether or no the Proteſtant 
Church can make out this continual viſible Suecefit 
on, and deſire tobe informed. The ſting of which 
Argument lies io this, that we Proteſtants have no 
certain way of knowing the true ſenſe and meaningoof 
Scripture, becauſe wecinnot proye the.continuel yi 

ſible Succeflion of our Church, from Chrift wato this 

day ; andithereforewve ought togoover tothe: Church 
of Rome, who has'this' vifible Succeſfion, and receive 
all her Di&ates as infallible Oracles: But, for Anſwer - 
to this, conſider, ; 

x. That ſappoſc the Proteftane Church could not 


make 
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make out ſuch a continual viſible Syecefſion , yet 
we may underſtand the Scriptures 'yery well without 
oO ro — of ——_— Ex- 
Pp Seripturetfor ns, as il have already ſhewn at 
hege;. Had he provedithatwe had _ Church, 
for want of a viſible Succeffion'of Church Officers, 
or that our iRelipion'were'a Novelry, which was ne- 
ver heardof inthe World before Zurber, this kadbeen 
ſomething more to'the:purpoſe ; 'but'to pretend rhat - 
we cafnot underſtand the Scriprutes, for want of a 
vifible Succeſſion), is fach. a looſe and inconfequent 
way of reaſoning, as a poor fallible Proteſtant would 
be aſhamed of. | 

2: Butpray, why can't the Proteſtant Church of 
Englaniiprove'her. continual viſible Succeſſion from 
Chriſt tif this day, as well as the Church of Rome +- 
Here was a Chriſtian -Church planted in this Nation, 
as very good Hiſtorians ſay, as early as at Rome, and. 
it has continued here ever ſince, to this day : when 
Auſtin the Monkcame over ito Explaud , he found. 
here a4 company of reſolute Britiſh Biſhops and: 
Monks, who would not ſubmit tothe'Ufurpations of 
Rome, and the Engliſh and Britti/h Churches under 
ſeveral Changes and Alterations, have continued to: 
#his day,, with a vilible >Succeſfon of Chriſtian Bi- 
thops , and. what better 'Succefſion can Rome thew. 
than this? | | 

Iſuppoſe no RemanGathohck will diſown the Suc-. 
ceſfion of the Churchof #»z/am, tilbrheReformation, 
and I pray , how came we to \lofe our Succeſſion 
then 2 -Did the Reformation -of thoſe Abuſes and: 
Eorruptions, which [had crept into the- Church, un-- 
charchvs- Juſt as:nmch: as a :maniceaſes ito !berthe 
 fame:mah, when heiiscured of ſome mortal Difcate-: 
Did not the&Churtch of. B-z/and comilt _— _ 

| erſons- 
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Perſons, "before the Reformation and after > A great 
many indeed difowned the Reformation; but were 
not at:all-thoſe Perſons, who wereſa aftive and zea- 
{ous in the Reformation; formerly ofithe Roman Com- 
munion2 And: 'did:i they. i! :loſe- thew + Succeſſion 
too, when they became Reformers 2 When aChurch 
conſiſts of the ſame' Biſhops, Prieſts, - and-People, 
which ſhe had. before , though ſhe have. not all' the 
fame that: ſhe had. ;'when ſhe; retains - the; ſame anci- 
ent Catholick and- Apoſtolick Faith; which ſhe did be- 
fore, only renounces ſome: Errors and Innovations, 
which ſhe owned before, how does this. forfeit her 


Succeflion 2 The Church of Exg/axd is the very ſame 


Church now, fince the Reformation, which the was 
before, and therefore has the very ſame-Succeſliotr, 
though not the ſame Errors, to this day, that ever 
ſhe had ; and thar, I think, is as good a Succeſſion as 
the Church of Rome has, 1 


Thereare but two things to be conſidered in the 
caſe of Succeſſion : Either a Succeflion ef. Church 
Officers, or a Succeſſion of the Faith and-Doctrines 
of the Church. | \ 


x. As fora Succeſſion of Church Officers'\, we 
have the ſame that the Church of Rome has.. Thoſe 
Engliſh Biſhops who embraced the Reformation , re- 
ceived their Orders in the Communion of the Church 


of Rome,and therefore they had as good Orders, as any 
arein the Church of Rome ;and theſe were the Perſons, 


who Conſecrated other Biſhops,and ſo in Succeſſion to 
this day. For as for the ſtory of the Nags-head Ordina 
tion, that is ſo tranſparent a Forgery, invented many 
years after to reproach theReformation,that I prefwme 
no ſober Roman Catholick will infiſt ogit. - | - 
ut 
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But we are Hereticks and Schiſmaticks , and this 
forfeits''our Orders, and -our- :Succeſſion together. 
But, : x. This 'charge- ought: firſt to. be proved a- 

ainſt us, that we are Hereticks and Schiſmaticks,we 
leny and abhor both the nameand thing, and if we be 
not Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks,as we are ſure we are 
not, and as the Church of Rowe can never prove 
us to-be, then according to their own Confeſſion, 
our Orders muſt be good, | 


- 2, However be -we Hereticks, or © Schiſma- 
ticks,” or whatever they- pleaſe to call us, how 
does this deſtroy our Orders and: Succeſſion? The 
Catholick Church would not allow in former Ages, 
that Herefie or Schiſm deſtroyed the validity of 
Orders. St. Ferome diſputes againſt this at large, 
in his Book Contra Lucifertanos. And St. Auſtin al- 
lows the Denatiſts Biſhops: to have valid Orders, 
though they were Schiſmaticks, and therefore 
that the Sacraments adminiſtred by them were 
valid. And indeed, if Hereſie will deſtroy Or- 
ders and -Succeſlion, 'the Church of Rome will be 
as much to ſeek for their Orders and Succetlion, 
as we are, ' which, - by their own Conteſlion, 
have had ſeveral Heretical Popes, and ho bo- 
dy knows how many Biſhops Ordained by 
them. 


2. As for Succeſſion of DoQrine , which is as 
conſiderable to the full, as Succeſiion of Orders, 
the - great Articles of our Faith are not only 

kinly contained in Scripture , but have been de- 
ivered down'to us, «through allages of the Church 
by an uninterrupt ed Succeflion. SY 

| F E 


The Church ; of. Rome: her- ſelf ;;-in her. greateſt 
Degeneracy, did; own:all that we'do jin;,pure mat: 
ters of Faith: Wheft we reformed the QChurgh we 

did not make a new Religion, but only: ſeparated - 

the old Faith, from. new and corrupt Additions ; 

and therefore ;the quarrel of the Ghyrch of [Rome 
with us, /is not-thac.;we believe ijany- thing: which 

they . do-not believe; but - that we do- not believe | ( 
all that they would haveus. Yar 4 & | ' 


The Dodrine of the Church -of Ezglard is tru- 
ly Primitive and Catholick,. taught. by Chriſt and (his. 
Apoſtles, awned by the Primitive Church , and ex- 
| the Difpute between the Latin and Greek 
Church, - about the Filiogue, or the Holy. Spirits WE 
proceeding from the Father and the Son, received | 
by -all-.'\Catholiock. Churches. ta this. day ; which 
1 © | ts2s>complatand periect Succeſſion,. as any Doctrine 
Ss - ca have ; therefore when the Church of Rome asks 
us, Where was our Religion before Luther 2 we tell | 
| them it: was all:the World over, all. Catholick | 
| Churches believed what we do, though we do not | 
| believe” atl- that they:do, they themſelves. did, and _ 
. fdotothis Day, own our Cteeds, and - Articles of if 
_ Faith, excepting ſuch of them as are diretly op- 
| poſed to their Innovations.  -: | 


So that we are on a ſure Foundation, our Faith : 
has 'been received in_the Catholick Church in-all ) f 
Ages. But now the Church of Rowe cannot ſhew | 
ſach- a Succeſſion for. her new DoGtrines and Arti- 1 


eles of Faith, which were unkaowa to the Primi- ' 
tive Church for many Ages, which were reje&ed | 
by many flouri ſhing Churches, ſince the firſt ap- | 

| pearance 4 
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pearance of them, which never had 4 quier poſſe” 
on in her own Communion, and were never formed 
_ Articles of Faith, -tillthe-packt Conventicle of 

rent. | 


This I think is a ſufficient Anſwer to this Paper, 


and it pities me toſee ſo many well-meaning Perſons 
abuſed with fuch tranſparent Sophilſtry. - 
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